
Aviation Hall of Fame honors Dan Smith - The Daily Nonpareil - Council Bluffs, Iowa: Local News

http://www.nonpareilonline.com/news/local/aviation-hall-of-fame-honors-dan-smith/article_042a9533-4ac3-56e8-a8bf-e51f6d28f27d.html[9/2/2014 2:01:04 PM]

Login | SignupWelcome!

75°
Few Clouds

Home News Sports Obituaries Opinion Classifieds Marketplace Life Events Lifestyles E-Edition  

Find us on Facebook

You and 3,960 others like The Daily Nonpareil.3,960
people like The Daily Nonpareil.

The Daily Nonpareil

You like this.
Like

Like

SUBMIT YOUR NEWS!

Home News Local News

Tweet 2 0 4

Print Font Size:

Aviation Hall of Fame honors Dan
Smith
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By Tim Rohwer
trohwer@nonpareilonline.com | 0 comments

Dan Smith, former head of the Council Bluffs Municipal Airport, is now a member of the Iowa Aviation Hall of Fame.

At ceremonies last weekend in Greenfield, the Hall of Fame and Museum headquarters, Smith was among 27
selected as Iowa’s “second generation” of aviation promoters. The term “second generation” was used because
many of the selected individuals are sons or daughters of earlier recipients of that award.

“It was a surprise,” Smith said Thursday. “I was definitely honored.”

Smith, chosen by his peers, was honored for his years of service at the Council Bluffs airport, as well as efforts to
save the Iowa Western Community College airplane mechanics program.

According to his wife, Eileen, the school was considering closing the program in early 1999 when Smith led the
charge to stop its closure.

He told school officials: “We need airplane mechanics all over the country.”
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At a later meeting, Smith brought in numerous airplane industry officials to urge the school to keep its program
going. Smith even suggested moving the program to the airport, a suggestion that became reality.

Officially known as the Aviation Maintenance Technology Powerplant Certificate program, it’s designed to place
graduates into the workforce after just one year. The program is Federal Aviation Administration certified and
unique to the region, focusing solely on the powerplant aspect of aviation.

Half of students’ class time in this program is spent in a state-of-the-art lab working on actual aircraft in the hangar
of Iowa Western’s Aviation building located at the Council Bluffs airport.

The Iowa Aviation Museum opened in Greenfield in May 1990 to preserve, display and educate the public on the
state’s aviation heritage.

“As the museum approaches its silver anniversary, we are honoring the next generation of Iowa aviation promoters,”
a press release noted. “These are the airport operators, pilots, mechanics and salesmen whose untiring efforts
continued the work of their predecessors to give us the Iowa aviation system we enjoy today.”
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